98              Madame de Stdel

Bonaparte than I?"     "We  hope  for  peace
here, and we admire Bonaparte very much,"
she wrote in July to a new friend who became
a great favorite, namely, Fauriel.    But at the
same time/under the stroke of disappointment
and impatience, her sharp words  shot  forth
only too  freely;  and one  can   imagine  the
motives with which the Government spies and
the public  generally charged  her,  from  the
traces she has left in her souvenirs: "I hoped
that Bonaparte would  be  defeated,   for this
seemed the  only way to  put a stop to the
advance of tyranny. ... The good of France
demanded that she suffer  reverses. ... Did
not Moreau  regret  the laurels  of Stockach
and  Hohenlinden?    He saw  only France in
the First Consul's  orders;   but such  a man
should have felt justified in judging the Gov-
ernment   which   employed  him,  and   should
have asserted, under the circumstances, what
he considered the true interests of his country."
The reports received from Switzerland were
not at all  of a nature to weaken  the  pre-
cautions  of the First  Consul.    Madame   de
Stael   capped   the   climax   by publishing   a
book   which   was,    like    all   her    previous
conduct,   a    singular   mixture   of    coquetry
toward Bonaparte In person, of satirical allu-
sions to his  government,  and of conspiracy